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• honors and respects our differences
and uses the arts and humanities to tell
the story of cultures and communities

• celebrates, through the arts and
humanities, the human spirit and our
commonalities as a people and a nation

• fosters collaboration to advance the
impact of culture in the creation of liv-
able communities

• forges a shared responsibility to invest
in and support our nation’s cultural
expressions

We envision a
Lewis & Clark

Bicentennial that



COMMON GROUND—COMMON SENSE

The Lewis & Clark Bicentennial represents an extraordinary opportunity for the hun-
dreds of people involved in the planning, the thousands who live in the trail corridor
and millions of prospective visitors. For anyone who wants to explore the breadth,
scope and vitality of our nation, they will rediscover it in this journey. The commem-
oration will:

• Create a deeper understanding of our past and how it shapes our world.

• Bring together diverse groups of people to recognize, support and commemorate
this expedition and its capacity to connect our nation’s people with their land, his-
tory and culture.

• Tell Native Americans’ stories and honor their contributions to this nation. 

We know that arts and culture are key ingredients in quality of life and an appropri-
ate vehicle for people to explore not only the journey of Lewis and Clark, but also the
hundreds of communities along the way. Individual artists, scholars and organiza-
tions—performing and visual arts, museums, historical societies and the like—help us
understand and appreciate our diverse cultural heritage. They empower us to define
our ultimate legacy as a nation. 
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