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State Arts Budgets Reflect Adjustment in FY2025 amid Stabilizing
Economies

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Aggregate legislative appropriations to state and jurisdictional
arts agencies decreased by 8.1% in fiscal year 2025, according to data published by the
National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) and an accompanying report, State
Arts Agency Revenues, Fiscal Year 2025.Twenty-six

states realized budgetary increases in FY2025. The

aggregate decrease is primarily driven by o Appropriations to state arts

significant adjustments in large-budget states such agencies comprise 0.049% (less

as Florida, lllinois and New York. than one-tenth of one percent) of
total state general fund

Legislative appropriations to state arts agencies expenditures in FY2025.

(SAAs) decreased from $755.2 million in FY2024 to _

$694.3 million in FY2025. e States currently invest $694.3

million—about $2.02 per capita—

Together, appropriations to SAAs equal an In state arts agencies.

investment of $2.02 per capita, a $0.21 (9%)

) ¢ State arts agencies use legislative
decrease from the previous year.

appropriations to make more than
23,000 grant awards to

"State arts agencies continue to demonstrate their organizations, schools and

vital role in fostering economic resilience, cultural artists.

vibrancy and community initiatives," said NASAA

President and CEO Pam Breaux. "Despite  Public policy goals addressed by
fluctuations in funding, the sustained investment in state arts agencies include
state arts programs reflects the role these boosting economies, providing

the benefits of the arts to rural
and underserved communities,
and improving well-being for all
Americans.

programs play in sustaining local economies and
cultural resources across communities."

While aggregate appropriations declined in FY2025,

many states reported stable or increased funding.

Twenty-six states saw increases in legislative appropriations, with a median rise of
4.5%, while 12 states reported flat funding levels. Eighteen states experienced funding
reductions, with a median decrease of 8.5%. The overall decline is largely attributed to
reductions in a few large-budget states.
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This reflects a stabilization phase following the COVID-19 pandemic-era surpluses and
relief measures. According to the National Association of State Budget Officers, 31
states project spending increases for FY2025, demonstrating ongoing fiscal resilience.
However, the end of one-time federal support and inflationary pressures highlight the
need for careful resource management moving forward.

The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
organization. In collaboration with the nation's 56 state and jurisdictional arts councils,
NASAA advances the arts as a powerful path to economic prosperity, rural resilience,
good health, education success and strong communities in which everyone thrives.
NASAA serves as a clearinghouse for data and research about public funding for the
arts as well as the policies and programs of state arts agencies. Additional information
on state arts agency funding, how these funds are used in grant making and the impact
of government support for the arts is available on the NASAA website.
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Figure 1: State Arts Agency Total Legislative Appropriations Changes
Fiscal Years 2024-2025

Increases

Number of SAAs 26
Number of SAAs up 10%-+ 10
Median percent increase 4.5%
Number of SAAs

Number of SAAs 18
Number of SAAs down 10%-+ 10
Median percent decrease -8.5%
Aggregate percent change -8.1%
Median percent change 0.2%

*Flat funding includes changes of less than 0.5% in magnitude.

Source: National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, State Arts Agency Revenues, Fiscal Year 2025

Figure 2: State Arts Agency Legislative Appropriations
Fiscal Years 2001-2025
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Note: Line items are legislative appropriations not controlled by state arts agencies but rather passed
through state arts agency budgets to other designated entities. Source: National Assembly of State Arts
Agencies, State Arts Agency Revenues, Fiscal Year 2025
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Table 1: State Arts Agency Total Legislative Appropriations
Fiscal Years 2024-2025

State or Special

Jurisdiction

1 Alabama ¢

2

10
11

12

Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut ¢/
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida ¢
Georgia

Guam

Hawai'i

Idaho

Illinois ¢
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri ¢
Montana *
Nebraska ¢
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York ¢
North Carolina
North Dakota »
Northern Marianas
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon ¢
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina ¢
South Dakota
Tennessee ¢
Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virgin Islands
Virginia A
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Total

Legislative Ap

propriations

Including Line items

FY2024

$11,509,197
$698,161
$343,500
$5,000,000
$1,425,904
$39,344,000
$2,023,000
$8,227,477
$4,879,100
$50,077,000
$55,652,101
$1,566,412
$588,750
$16,006,360
$982,800
$65,480,400
$5,197,761
$2,170,493
$1,021,173
$1,839,700
$2,112,377
$1,006,472
$34,547,780
$25,895,000
$8,850,000
$55,195,000
$10,495,803
$29,619,580
$1,116,393
$2,600,377
$2,261,397
$1,406,566
$45,780,000
$1,718,100
$110,105,000
$12,408,629
$1,313,523
$280,254
$25,563,000
$4,278,883
$6,026,570
$10,583,000
$19,185,327
$2,292,758
$13,123,843
$1,284,860
$15,082,000
$14,309,718
$7,391,700
$968,940
$374,437
$4,600,207
$6,539,642
$811,500
$1,078,000
$977,649
$755,217,574

FY2025

$8,158,074
$917,200
$338,500
$2,000,000
$1,470,904
$32,392,000
$3,273,000
$6,908,696
$5,906,800
$47,200,959
$30,670,843
$1,587,150
$421,950
$16,050,597
$933,400
$34,397,526
$5,197,761
$2,220,493
$1,521,173
$1,833,500
$2,112,377
$1,041,201
$34,250,622
$26,850,000
$11,129,200
$58,321,000
$9,943,577
$54,437,132
$1,134,039
$2,628,779
$2,442,670
$1,417,598
$41,055,000
$1,689,800
$87,283,651
$12,408,629
$1,313,524
$188,144
$25,563,000
$4,354,352
$8,059,487
$10,660,000
$18,649,000
$2,395,211
$12,250,618
$1,407,573
$16,020,600
$14,319,358
$10,835,100
$973,848
$374,437
$4,585,237
$7,803,000
$811,500
$1,083,000
$1,077,773
$694,270,563

Percent
Change

FY24 to
FY25
-29.1%
31.4%
-1.5%
-60.0%
3.2%
-17.7%
61.8%
-16.0%
21.1%
-5.7%
-44.9%
1.3%
-28.3%
0.3%
-5.0%
-47.5%
0.0%
2.3%
49.0%
-0.3%
0.0%
3.5%
-0.9%
3.7%
25.8%
5.7%
-5.3%
83.8%
1.6%
1.1%
8.0%
0.8%
-10.3%
-1.6%
-20.7%
0.0%
0.0%
-32.9%
0.0%
1.8%
33.7%
0.7%
-2.8%
4.5%
-6.7%
9.6%
6.2%
0.1%
46.6%
0.5%
0.0%
-0.3%
19.3%
0.0%
0.5%
10.2%
-8.1%

#H#H#

Table Notes

4 Percent change can be significantly affected by a change in line
items. See tables 3 and 4 for more information.

A Figure reflects state arts agency appropriation only and does
not include appropriation to the state's cultural endowment.

1 Alabama: The Alabama State Council on the Arts received
$3,703,000 in line item appropriations for FY2024, including: $1
million for Alabama Shakespeare Festival maintenance, $175,000
for Alabama Symphony Orchestra and $2.5 million for the
Creative Places Arts Facilities grant program.

2 Alaska: Continued from FY2024 into FY2025, the Alaska State
Council on the Arts received designated program receipts funded
through nongovernmental resources under an annual statutory
appropriation.

3 Arizona: FY2025 state appropriation continues as a one-time
allocation for grant-making purposes.

4 Colorado: Colorado Creative Industries received one-time
funding in FY2025 for the Creative District Program and
additional support for a new Community Revitalization Tax
Credit program launching in 2025.

5 Georgia: FY2025 appropriation includes funding to support a
4% cost-of-living adjustment for state employees, with a cap of
$3,000.

6 Illinois: A $50 million capital fund from FY2019 is being spent
over five years, with the remaining $10 million reappropriated for
FY2025. Although there is a reported budget decrease due to
reporting changes, the baseline appropriation for the Illinois Arts
Council has increased.

7 Montana: In FY2025, the Montana Arts Council received an
innovation fund from Creative West (formerly WESTAF [Western
States Arts Federation]).

8 New Mexico: FY2025 budget decline reflects a $150,000
reallocation for New Mexico Music (previously part of the New
Mexico Arts budget in FY2024) to a separate budget line. Despite
this adjustment, New Mexico Arts achieved a modest budget
increase.

9 New York: The governor announced $62 million in grants for
FY2025 through the New York State Council on the Arts.

10 South Dakota: The South Dakota Arts Council's budget is
derived from tourism taxes, making it subject to revenue
fluctuations and legislative decisions.

11 Tennessee: The Tennessee Arts Commission received a
multiyear grant (2019-2023) of $1 million from the Department of
Health Civil Monetary Penalty Fund.

12 Virginia: The FY2025 appropriation excludes a $750,000 pass-
through allocation for the town of Abingdon.



